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Wikipedia fails to bridge gender gap

Just 20pc of Wikepedians who update the web site are women, and outgoing executive
director laments her failure to solve the imbalance
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Executive director Sue Gardner is moving on to what she calls a bigger challenge,
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protecting the freedom of the internet. Photo: K. Y. Cheng
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Search "abortion" on Wikipedia's English version and you will find a page
called "Abortion-rights movements". It has been edited 40 times since it was
created - mainly by men.

1p.com/printmail/news/hong-
3872/wikipedia-fails-bridge-

"C'mon, guys are arguing about what's in that pregnancy article - are you
kidding me?" said Sarah Stierch, 32, a former Wikimedia Foundation
member who was given the task of examining the gender gap within the
Wikipedia world.

There is a similar story for the entry on rape. Indeed, men dominate = E
Wikipedia when it comes to most topics.

The lack of women's contributions has been a hot topic at this year's
/news/hong-

Wikimania conference in Hong Kong, which ends today.

Stierch was recruited in 2011 by Sue Gardner, executive director of the
Wikimedia Foundation, which employs 150 people to run 13 non-profit
information-sharing projects, including Wikipedia, Wikimedia Commons and
Wiktionary.

Gardner, the organisation's highest-ranking woman, yesterday confirmed
she will leave the foundation in December because she believes there is a
bigger job at hand, protecting the freedom of the internet.

That stubborn gender gap, however, remains a disappointment.

"l didn't solve it. We didn't solve it. The Wikimedia Foundation didn't solve it.
The solution won't come from the Wikimedia Foundation."
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Instead, she said, it had to be solved by the community it served, with
women stepping forward to take a more active role.

Gardner accepted the job in 2007 and had no idea of the gender imbalance
in the Wikipedia world until a Wikiwomen gathering in Taipei later that year.

She was shocked to find there only 11 of the 400 participants were women,
and only one was a parent. "It seemed likely that the kind of women who got
involved with Wikipedia were in some ways not similar to the population of
women as a whole," Gardner said. "There was something unusual about
them."

According to organisers of this year's Wikimania, by July 30 women
accounted for only 20.9 per cent of registrations online.

Gardner thinks that with the medium dominated by highly educated males
and relying on word-of-mouth to expand, it will never "naturally grow to be as
diverse as it otherwise could have been".

Also, she said in the very limited leisure time women had, they tended to be
more involved in social activities instead of editing Wikipedia.

"Women see technology more as a tool they use to accomplish tasks, rather
than something fun in itself," Gardner said.

The Wikipedia Foundation has tried various ways to encourage women's
participation. It developed Visual Editor - a more blog-like, user-friendly
editorial tool - and created GLAMWiki targeting women working in galleries,
libraries, archives and museums. Gardner has even written editorials on the
gender issue.

But to little avail.

"There are only 1,500 articles about women scientists in Wikipedia. We are
missing at least half of them," said Emily Temple-Wood, a 19-year-old
student from Loyola University in Chicago. She has been writing about
female scientists on Wikipedia since middle school.

Gardner's departure and the likelihood of her successor being a male
worries some female Wikipedians. They fear that without her influence and
with one less woman on the board, the gender gap will widen.

Gardner disagrees. She sees it as a mission in which everyone has a role to
play.

This article appeared in the South China Morning Post print edition as
Wikipedia fails to bridge gender gap
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| bet most people who often comment on SCMP.com are male. | can't care less about the gender gap here.

bluefirestorm bluefirestorm
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In the context of tens of thousands of years of modern mankind, women's roles in society only started to change in
the last 120-150 years. Even larger groups of women in the workplace is considered a recent phenomenon
(mainly because of World War 2 when women had to be recruited into factories and other jobs because the men

went to war).

So itis not surprising that proportion of women involved in Wikipedia editing is low.
And besides one of the statements explains a large reason of it as well "Women see technology more as a tool
they use to accomplish tasks, rather than something fun in itself". | tend to agree with this statement as most
women see technology as a tool while men tend to see technology as something to tinker with even though there
may not be any clear/definite objective what that tinkering would lead to.

vesta.michael
Aug 11th 2013

vesta.michael
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Society does not reward the knowledgeable girl. Change has come albeit very slow. Timeframe for such a grand

objective should be in generations.

Additionally, if you think that any one subject should be within the domain of a specific sex then you have the

wrong idea.
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Overseas Rate Card
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketin
g quide/pdf/SCMP_marketing guide
overseas 2013.pdf’

China Rate Card
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketin
g quide/pdf/SCMP_marketing guide
china_2013.pdf

The Marketer
http://advertising.scmp.com

SCMP Marketing Solu
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketin
gsolutions

Recruitment Advertising
http://advertising.scmp.com/recruiter/

index.asp)

acy Policy (/privacy-policy

FAQs (/fags

http://www.scmp.com/mobile]
SCMP iPad Edition
(http://itunes.apple.com/hk/app/sou
post/id382805033?mt=8)

Buy SCMP Photos
http://photo.scmp.com
Copyright Licensing (/repri
policy)

10-Year News Archive
/archive

Events

SCMP Events
http://conferences.scmp.com/.
Operation Santa Claus
http://osc.scmp.com/.

Homes For Hope
http://homesforhope.scmp.com/ab
out.asp)

Terms & Conditions (fterms-conditions)

www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1295872/wikipedia-fails-bridge-gender-gap

http://www.smartjob.com/
Resource Station

http://www.smartjob.com/resource

-station)

W ELEVARES]

Cosmopolitan
http://www.cosmopolitan.com.hk/)
CosmoGIRL!
http://www.cosmogirl.com.hk/
Elle (http:/elle.com.hk

Harpers Bazaar
http://www.harpersbazaar.com.hk/
home.jsp

LuxeHomes
http://www.luxehomes.com.hk

Work For Us (http://www.scmpgroup.com/work for_us.asp)

Ppage=0&fuzzy=y&industryQ=&jobty
peQ=&quickkeyword=8x=438y=9
Resources
(http://www.jiujik.com/jsarticlelistin
9.php?Icid=HK.B5

Connect with Us

f SCMP on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/sou
thchinamorningpost

B SCMP on Twitter
http://twitter.com/#/SCMP N

S ews)
Newsletters (/newsletters

M RSS (rss

Contact Us (/contactus)
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